Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.065; wR factor = 0.218; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.7.
In the title compound, C 12 H 16 O 3 , a fully extened hexyl carbon chain is attached to a benzene ring; the mean planes formed by the atoms in the benzene ring and the hexanone are inclined at an angle 8.5 (2) with respect to each other. In the crystal, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds join the molecules into an infinite sheet.
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For the biological activity of alkylcatechols, see: Buu-hoï & Seailles (1955) ; Buu-hoï & Xuong (1961) ; Miller et al. (1938) ; Xiao, Fang et al. (2007) ; Xiao, Xue et al. (2007) . For related structures, see: Cheng et al. (2009) ; Wang et al. (2009) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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